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The Lesson: Matthew 2
From all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil… Good Lord, deliver us.

Ever since the fall of humanity in Genesis 3, God’s people have lived in hostile territory. If you’ve been a believer for 
any length of time, you’ve probably discovered that the Christian life is not easy. There are many forces at work in our 
world seeking to thwart God’s purposes, and yet the outcome is already determined.
God’s great plan of salvation is centred in the person and work of Jesus, sent to our world to be born, to live, to die, to 
rise again: to defeat sin and death. The prophets of the Old Testament foretold his coming. Those who studied these 
things knew the moment was at hand. We hear the story every year at Christmas: the explosion of angels singing, the 
happy bewilderment of the shepherds, the joy of simple men and women who’d been longing to see this day. And yet 
not everyone welcomed this moment with joy. The “spiritual forces of evil” were also tuned in to what was going on, 
and they were waging a war against God, his people, and his plan.
Those who lead a life of faith – then and now – do so in a Genesis 3 world: with the world, the flesh, and the devil 
conspiring to do what harm they can. And yet in spite of this, we have hope because we’ve read the last chapter of the 
book and we know who wins!

at-home challenge
Each morning and evening, follow your own rule of prayer. 
(If you don’t have one, try saying the morning and evening prayers from the “Forms of Prayer to be  used in Families”, which begins 
on page 728 of the BCP. If you don’t have a copy, you can look it up here: http://prayerbook.ca/resources/bcponline/family-prayer.)

Psalm 119:11 says, “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you”. The At-Home Challenge 
during this unit is to commit a short passage of scripture to memory each week. If the suggested passage is too long, try 
picking out one verse or phrase that speaks to you particularly and commit it to memory. You will be amazed at how the 
words of scripture, stored in the heart, will return to you in the moments when you most need them.

EPHESIANS 6:10-13: 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole 
armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armour of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.

- AND/OR -

Take some time to pray through this collect.
O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: Mercifully grant, that we, 
who know thee now by faith, may be led onward through this earthly life, until we see the vision of thy heavenly 
glory; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, one God, world 
without end. Amen. (The collect for the epiphany, p. 117)
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deceits of the world
Matthew 2: Two kingdoms collide
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he enquired of them where the Christ 
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 
8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the 
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshipped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to 
be comforted, because they are no more.”
19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, 
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And 
he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.


