
CheCklist: What you need
•	 A	stack	of	old	newspapers	and	magazines,	scissors,	paper	and	glue
•	 Copies	of	the	downloadable	“Litany”	and	“Prayers	&	Thanksgivings”	booklets
•	 Copies	of	the	lesson	handout
•	 Copy	of	the	leader’s	notes
•	 	OptiOnal: Bibles	(ESV	or	similar	recommended)
•	 	OptiOnal: A	white	board,	easel	pad,	or	chalk	board	with	markers/chalk
•	 	OptiOnal: Have	notebooks	on	hand	for	teens	to	take	home	and	use	as	prayer	journals	if	they	wish

iCe breaker: Good World/bad World
Bring	in	a	stack	of	old/unwanted	newspapers	and	magazines.	Invite	the	kids	to	cut	them	up	and	create	together	two	
collages	of	phrases	and	images.	The	first	collage	should	be	made	up	of	everything	that	reminds	us	that	God made the 
world good	and	that	we	can	still	find	things	of	beauty	and	truth	that	point	us	to	him.	The	second	collage	should	be	
made	up	of	everything	that	reminds	us	that	our world and the people in it are “fallen”	–	broken	and	inclined	towards	
evil.	When	they	finish	(or	when	the	allotted	time	has	passed),	post	the	resulting	work,	and	take	a	few	moments	to	
review	the	collage.	Ask	your	teens	what	stood	out	to	them	as	they	worked	on	this	project.
a SMall GROUp MaY BE HappY WORKinG tOGEtHER On tWO MaStER COllaGES. FOR laRGER OR MORE inDEpEnDEnt GROUpS YOU MaY Want tO 
let them split into sub-groups and WorK separatelY and then post the results together as one larger pieCe beFore reVieWing.

the litany: beGinninG With prayer
Begin	the	formal	part	of	the	lesson	by	saying	together	the	Litany,	leaving	off	the	Grace	(which	can	be	said	at	the	close	of	
the	lesson).
at this point in the lesson, asK iF the teens suCCeeded in doing last WeeK’s Challenge, hoW it Went, and Whether theY haVe anYthing 
tO SHaRE.

DisCussion: the problem of evil
As	an	introduction	to	the	lesson	ask	the	teens	to	discuss	the	following	questions.
depending on the ComFort leVel For sharing in Your group, it maY be easier to haVe them Volunteer ansWers With all responses 
WRittEn tOGEtHER On a BOaRD.

•	 C.S.	Lewis	once	posed	the	question:	“If	a	good	God	made	the	world,	why	has	it	gone	wrong?”	Is	that	a	question	
that	you’ve	asked	yourself?	What	was	it	that	prompted	you	to	ask	the	question?

•	 Ask	your	teens	to	consider	and	respond	to	what	C.S.	Lewis	went	on	to	write:	“My	argument	against	God	was	
that	the	universe	seemed	so	cruel	and	unjust.	But	how	had	I	got	this	idea	of	just	and	unjust?	A	man	does	not	
call	a	line	crooked	unless	he	has	some	idea	of	a	straight	line”.

A few things worth pointing out (if they don’t otherwise arise during the discussion):
•	 Most of us have had a point in our lives – maybe many points in our lives – when we’ve encountered something 

particularly dreadful and just cannot understand why a good and sovereign God has allowed it. It may be finding 
out about atrocities happening on the other side of the globe or an injustice we have experienced in our own lives.

•	 Lewis’ logic invites us to consider that if we are making a complaint, it is because we have some innate sense of what 
the world ought to look like. We know something is wrong because we have a God-given concept of goodness.

•	 Note: This is a really involved theological issue. The problem of evil is the primary explanation cited by those who 
are hostile towards or have abandoned the faith. We’re not going to “solve” the angst some of your teens may feel 
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around this with one lesson, but it’s important to allow them to ask the question and then to respond to them with 
empathy and good theology!

the lesson: romans 1-3
The	first	part	of	the	lesson	(below)	can	be	read	aloud.	Then	the	teens	are	asked	to	read	the	Bible	text	(either	silently	to	
themselves	or	aloud	together),	followed	by	some	additional	questions	for	discussion.

Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of our forefathers…
The	human	story	is	one	of	a	beautiful	relationship	with	God,	disrupted	by	human	disobedience.	The	creation	
account	in	the	book	of	Genesis	tells	us	that	the	first	man	and	woman	had	only	one	rule	to	follow	–	and	they	
broke	it.	Theologians	call	this	event	“the	fall”	–	something	that	set	in	motion	a	tragic	separation	from	God	for	
all	of	humanity	and	the	world	we	inhabit.	All	of	the	ugliness	and	evil	that	we	find	in	the	world	and	in	our	own	
hearts	trace	their	roots	back	to	that	choice	to	rebel	against	our	Creator.
Ever	since	the	fall,	the	story	has	been	of	a	holy	God,	offended	by	the	sin	of	humanity,	yet	reaching	out	in	love	
to	bridge	that	chasm	and	make	a	way	back	home	for	us.	In	the	meantime,	we’re	fallen	people	living	in	a	fallen	
world.	But	God	has	made	a	way	and	the	way	is	Jesus	–	this	is	the	good	news	of	the	Gospel!
In	spite	of	the	fact	that	we	are	surrounded	by	evidence	and	consequences	of	the	fall,	human	beings	often	cling	
to	rebellion,	shaking	our	fists	at	God	for	the	brokenness	we	encounter,	rather	than	acknowledging	to	him	that	
we	are	all	offenders	–	part	of	the	problem	–	and	we	cannot	fix	the	situation	on	our	own.

+++
St.	Paul,	in	his	letter	to	the	Romans,	spends	the	first	three	chapters	elaborating	on	this	truth:	that	God	is	
righteous,	and	that	we	are	all	offenders	in	need	of	his	grace.	Brace	yourselves:	St.	Paul	doesn’t	mince	words!

Refer	to	Romans	1:18-22,	3:10-16,	23-26.
(Verses haVe been Clipped From the reading For the saKe oF breVitY and FoCus, but iF You haVe time to eXplore the passage FullY, Feel 
Free to read it in its entiretY: romans 1:18-3:26.) 

(the teXt is proVided on the baCK oF the handouts and in these leaders’ notes so that eVerYone Can marK it up and maKe notes on it 
iF desired. alternatiVelY, You Can read out oF a bible). 

Read	through	the	text.	Then	ask	the	teens	to	respond	to	what	they’ve	just	read.	Here	are	some	questions	to	help	guide	
the	discussion.

•	 What	does	this	passage	tell	us	about	the	character	of	God?
•	 What	does	this	passage	tell	us	about	humanity?
•	 According	to	this	passage,	what	is	God’s	solution	to	the	evil	of	humanity?	

A few notes and reflections for reference:
•	 God’s power and goodness are revealed in nature (1:20). God is righteous and his response to evil is wrath (1:18). 

This isn’t something we like to talk about in modern times, but we should because it can help us in our outrage 
over the evil we encounter in the world to know that God is also outraged by it! The difference is that our anger 
is misdirected if we are aiming it at God. He knows where the blame lies. God is gracious (3:24), he is forbearing 
(patient) (3:25), and he is just (3:26).

•	 St. Paul does not paint a flattering picture of humanity. In fact, we have skipped over some portions of the text where 
Paul is even more florid in his depictions of just how much of a mess we are. Specifically, in the verses we have read 
together, humanity is described as ungodly, unrighteous, suppressors of truth (1:18), without excuse (1:20), foolish, 
dark-hearted (1:21), not seeking after God (3:10), deceivers, malicious (3:13), violent (1:15), agents of ruin and 
misery (3:16). In short, humanity is sinful and fallen (3:23), in need of redemption and justification (3:24).
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•	 Romans 3:23-26 uses some heavy theological terms: justification, redemption and propitiation. These all point 
us to the truth that the gravity of human sin necessitated divine intervention in the form of the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. In spite of God’s just wrath against a sinful world, he has not destroyed us nor given up on us. “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16).

DURinG EaCH lESSOn, iF tHE tEEnS RaiSE tHEOlOGiCal OR BiBliCal qUEStiOnS tHat YOU DOn’t FEEl COnFiDEnt aBOUt anSWERinG, SaY SO, 
but let them KnoW that You’ll Find the ansWer and respond at the neXt meeting.

PreVieW: at-home challenGe
Take	a	brief	moment	to	look	at	the	at-home	challenge	together.	
the WeeKlY “at-home Challenge” is tYpiCallY a simple assignment to spend some quiet time in priVate praYer. enCourage the teens 
tO GEt nOtEBOOKS tHat Can BE USED aS pRaYER jOURnalS. aSSURE tHEM tHat tHEY Will nOt BE REqUiRED tO SHOW tHEiR jOURnal OR tHEiR 
priVate praYers to anYone.

Each	morning	and	evening,	follow	your	own	rule	of	prayer.	
(iF You don’t haVe one, trY saYing the morning and eVening praYers From the “Forms oF praYer to be  used in Families”, 
WhiCh begins on page 728 oF the bCp. iF You don’t haVe a CopY, You Can looK it up here: http://praYerbooK.Ca/resourCes/
bCponline/FamilY-praYer.)

Spend	some	time	prayerfully	reading	through	the	words	of	Psalm	32:1-7:	“Blessed is the one whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by 
the heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord”, and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly offer 
prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance”.

-	AND/OR	-

Take	some	time	to	pray	through	this	collect.
O most mighty God, and merciful Father, who hast compassion upon all men, and hatest nothing that thou 
hast made; who wouldest not the death of a sinner, but that he should rather turn from his sin, and be saved: 
Mercifully forgive our trespasses; receive and comfort us, who are grieved and wearied with the burden of our 
sins. Thy property is always to have mercy; to thee only it appertaineth to forgive sins. Spare, O Lord, spare 
thy people, whom thou hast redeemed; enter not into judgement with thy servants, who truly repent us of 
our faults, but so make haste to help us in this world, that we may ever live with thee in the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (ColleCt From a penitential serViCe, bCp page 613)

Closing Prayers
Close	with	any	prayers	that	might	be	appropriate	in	the	context	of	the	discussion	of	the	day.	
at the end oF eaCh lesson, iF You Find that You still haVe lots oF time remaining, You might Choose to taKe some time to eXplore 
the “praYers and thanKsgiVings” seCtion in the bCp (pages 39-62, or You Can use the doWnloadable booKlet). as Your group members 
Come aCross praYers that theY Find releVant, pause and praY them together. iF You’re pressed For time, You might Close With the 
themed praYer From the at-home Challenge.

Then	finish	with	the	“Grace”,	printed	at	the	end	of	the	Litany	booklet.
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romans 1-3: all haVe sinneD. all are fallen.

1		18For	the	wrath	of	God	is	revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	and	unrighteousness	of	men,	who	
by	their	unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	19For	what	can	be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	because	

God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20For	his	invisible	attributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	and	divine	nature,	have	been	
clearly	perceived,	ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	
excuse.	21For	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	honour	him	as	God	or	give	thanks	to	him,	but	they	
became	futile	in	their	thinking,	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	darkened.	22Claiming	to	be	wise,	they	became	
fools…

3	10As	it	is	written:	“None	is	righteous,	no,	not	one;	11no	one	understands;	no	one	seeks	for	God.	12All	have	
turned	aside;	together	they	have	become	worthless;	no	one	does	good,	not	even	one.	13Their	throat	is	an	

open	grave;	they	use	their	tongues	to	deceive.	The	venom	of	asps	is	under	their	lips.	14Their	mouth	is	full	of	
curses	and	bitterness.	15Their	feet	are	swift	to	shed	blood;	16in	their	paths	are	ruin	and	misery,	17and	the	way	of	
peace	they	have	not	known.”…

23for	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	24and	are	justified	by	his	grace	as	a	gift,	through	the	
redemption	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus,	25whom	God	put	forward	as	a	propitiation	by	his	blood,	to	be	received	by	
faith.	This	was	to	show	God’s	righteousness,	because	in	his	divine	forbearance	he	had	passed	over	former	sins.	
26It	was	to	show	his	righteousness	at	the	present	time,	so	that	he	might	be	just	and	the	justifier	of	the	one	who	
has	faith	in	Jesus.
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