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The Lesson: John 4
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world: have mercy upon us.

What are we saying when we give Jesus the title “Redeemer”?
The concept of redemption is present from the very beginning of scripture, but it gets a thorough introduction in the 
laws laid out in the book of Leviticus. Redemption was a built-in rescue clause for situations and people who got off-
track or lost. For example, we read: “If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him 
becomes poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the stranger’s clan, then after 
he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him” (25:47-48).
But scripture does something really interesting with this word. It doesn’t just remain a legal term used to discuss the 
recovery of slaves or property. It becomes an integral part of the language used to describe God’s love-relationship with 
his people. The book of the prophet Isaiah says this: “your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and 
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer” (54:5). Over and over again, the people of Israel needed – and experienced – 
God’s rescue.
God’s role as our Redeemer reaches its culmination in Jesus. Jesus was born into this world, lived and died “to give his 
life as a ransom” (Mark 10:45) so that we could have “redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses” 
(Ephesians 1:7). The price he paid for us was not in money, but in his own blood. All of this tells us that we are beloved. 
No matter how much of a mess we have gotten ourselves into, Jesus considers us of such value that he gave himself up 
to restore us to a loving and right relationship with himself.

aT-home challenge
Each morning and evening, follow your own rule of prayer. 
(If you don’t have one, try sayIng the mornIng and evenIng prayers from the “forms of prayer to be  used In famIlIes”, whIch begIns 
on page 728 of the bcp. If you don’t have a copy, you can look It up here: http://prayerbook.ca/resources/bcponlIne/famIly-prayer.)

Imagine yourself at the well with Jesus. Consider for a few moments that he knows and is able to itemize 
everything you have ever done: all of the sins, shame and messiness of your past and present. In spite of this, he 
is here with you, the Redeemer, who loves you and has paid the price to restore you. You are his beloved. Spend 
some time meditating on the phrase: “I am my beloved’s, and his desire is for me” (Song of Solomon 7:10). 

- AND/OR -

Take some time to pray through this collect.
O God, who hast prepared for them that love thee such good things as pass man’s understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love toward thee, that we, loving thee above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that 
we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (the collect for the sIxth sunday after trInIty, bcp page 226)
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John 4: aT The weLL wiTh Jesus
5So Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s 
well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth 
hour.

7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink’, you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. 
The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that 
you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak 
to you am he.”

27Just then his disciples came back. They marvelled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What 
do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town 
and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went 
out of the town and were coming to him…
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